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John MacArthur - The decree of election is the free and sovereign choice of God, made in eternity past, to
set his love on certain individuals, and, on the basis of nothing in themselves but solely because of the
good pleasure of his will, to choose them to be saved from sin and damnation and to inherit the blessings
of eternal life through the mediatorial work of Christ.

Romans 9:6-16 — ° But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from
Israel belong to Israel, ” and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” ® This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children
of God, but the_children of the promise are counted as offspring. ° For this is what the promise said:
“About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 9 And not only so, but also when
Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, ' though they were not yet born and
had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not
because of works but because of him who calls— '° she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”

B As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”

" What shall we say then? Is there injustice on_God’s part? By no means!

3 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom
I have compassion.” '° So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 - But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord,
because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the
truth.

6 truths about the doctrine of election:
Verses 19-20
Verse 21
1. God’s chosen people trust God’s promises.
Verse 22
Verses 23
2. God’s chosen people will encounter opposition.
Malachi 1:2-4 -* “I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “‘How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau
Jacob’s brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob * but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste
his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” ? If Edom says, ““We are shattered but we will

rebuild the ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called
‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the LORD is angry forever.’ ”

Verses 24-26
Verses 27-28

3. God’s chosen people should nurture covenant promises in the lives of the next generation.
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Verse 29

Verse 30

Verses 31-33

Hebrews 12:15-16 - 7 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness”

springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; '® that no one is sexually immoral or unholy
like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal.

4. Those whom God has not chosen often exchange the eternal for the immediate.
5. God’s chosen people are not chosen because they are better.

Deuteronomy 1:34-37 —** “And the LORD heard your words and was angered, and he swore, ** ‘Not one
of these men of this evil generation shall see the good land that I swore to give to your fathers, *° except
Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it, and to him and to his children I will give the land on which he
has trodden, because he has wholly followed the LORD!’ 3’ Even with me the LORD was angry on your
account and said, ‘You also shall not go in there.

Jonah 1:3 — But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa
and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish,
away from the presence of the LORD.

Matthew 26:56 — But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Mark 14:68 — But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.”

1 Timothy 1:15 — The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.

1 John 4:10 — In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our Sins.

Galatians 6:14 - But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

Verse 34
6. Those whom God has not chosen despise what God calls precious.
Donald Grey Barnhouse — Men will read trash rather than the Word of God and adhere to a system of

priorities that leaves God out of their lives. Multitudes of men spend more time shaving than on their
souls; and multitudes of women give more minutes to their makeup than to the life of the eternal spirit.
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Why do we wrestle with and reject the doctrine of election?

e We do not understand ourselves.

Romans 3:10-18

o Our thoughts
Our actions
Our speech
Our relationships
Our attitude

O O O O

Ephesians 2:1-3 — ' And you were dead in the trespasses and sins * in which you once walked,

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work
in the sons of disobedience— * among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the
desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

e We do not understand God.
o AsKing
Daniel 4:35 — all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will

among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay his hand or say to
him, “What have you done?”

o AsLord

Acts 4:12 — And there is salvation in_no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.

Titus 3:5 — he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,

o As Savior

>

John 14:6 — “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’

Matthew 26:39-42 —%° He fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me; nevertheless, not as 1 will, but as you will.” *’ And he came to the disciples and found them
sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? *' Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” ** Again, for the second time,
he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.”

e We do not understand grace.
1 am anticipating the opportunity to share the Gospel out of my journey with Jesus.

Scripture Reading: Romans 8:28-30

Page 3 of 3



